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We were at the Churchyard by 8.30am to put up the hazard tape and Keep Clear notices up to prevent 
people from toppling over the wall. We arranged the flag to cover the names of the men who were killed in 
the First World War and tied it on with ribbon. We helped John and Christine to put up their gazebo.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Dough Boys First World War Re-enactment Group had arrived in a Model T Ford Pickup and looked 
incredibly smart with Charlotte Aran as a nurse. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Hedley Cadd, the Royal British Legion (Buckingham Branch) Standard Bearer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Band needed chairs so the Freemen men and John were detailed to help to 
carry them from the village hall to the Churchyard. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stowe School Brass Ensemble were seated under the gazebo 
with (far left) Rustin Noursargh who played the Last Post and Reveille. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 

The Dough Boys marched into position 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dough Boys took up position behind the Memorial 
with the Elizabeth Knibbs the Royal British Legion  Standard Bearer (ladies section). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People began to arrive and Angie’s son Andrew gave out the Order of Service leaflets. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Royal British Legion took up their position 

The congregation gathered. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
John and Elaine share a joke with Peter Hay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
John’s sister Pat, brother-in-law Ken and niece Wendy 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the congregation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some more members of the congregation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some members of the families who lost sons in the First World War 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 
 

Margaret Culley was to conduct the  
Re-dedication Service and is waiting for 

the eleventh hour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Standard bearer for the  
Royal British Legion Ladies Section was 

Elizabeth Knibbs



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Bercow MP reading the address taken from the words of 

 Captain R.K. Price who unveiled the memorial in 1921. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Bercow MP unveils the memorial  
(after a little difficulty as the scissors broke in two as he was trying to cut the ribbon). 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 
 

John Hockley read out the names of the fallen  
 

John Flint 
Arthur Freeman 
Harry Freeman 
Harry Healey 

Fred Key 
David Knibbs 
James Knibbs 
Frank Watson 

Charles Whitehead 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rustin Noursargh played the Last Post 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Standards dipped. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Peggy Dale recited the Exhortation.  
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning we will 

remember them”.  
 
 

The congregation added the response, “We will remember them”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There was then a silence for two minutes  
broken by Rustin playing Reveille. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Bercow MP laid a wreath for the relatives, friends and people of the village. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Hockley laid a wreath for the sub-committee;  
Angela Hawker, John Hockley, Elaine Rowlands and John Tibbetts. 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Hay laid a wreath for the Royal British 
Legion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 

Charlotte Aran presented a posy for the young people of today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Harper said the Kohima Epitaph “When you go home, tell them of 
of us and say; for your tomorrow, we gave our today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The final hymn was ‘I vow to thee my country’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dough Boys prepared to fire a volley. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The volley was fired and echoed out over the village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wreaths and the poppy crosses. 
The service concluded with singing of The National Anthem.



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The families of some of the men who had died placed their poppy crosses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A representative of the Dough Boys paid his respects to the fallen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sub-committee with John Bercow MP. 
                 

John Hockley, Elaine Rowlands John Bercow John Tibbetts, Angela Hawker. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
 

A final word before adjourning to the village hall for the buffet. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
Elaine exercising her right as quality control officer for the committee! 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
Feeding time at the trough! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
The wonderful ladies who prepared the buffet! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by courtesy of Mervyn Rowlands 
Photographs of the men who returned and conditions in Flanders. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Memorial book was given to each of the families that we had managed to trace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The book contains photographs of each grave and memorial of the men who died in Flanders 
and pictures of the area in which they fought. 
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As a culmination of two years work the Service at the re-dedication of the Akeley War 
Memorial was a very moving experience. We could not have completed the task without the 
help of John Hockley and Elaine Rowlands or without the support of the Parish Council. It 
is thanks to the villagers and friends and relatives of the men who died that we had raised 
enough money for the restoration. We would like to thank John Bercow MP for unveiling 
the restored memorial, Margaret Culley for conducting the service and the Royal British 
Legion especially, Peter Hay and David Harper, for their support and the Dough Boys First 
World War Re-enactors for their support and splendid display. We extend our thanks to the 
Brass ensemble from Stowe School and Dave Richards who joined them and a very special 
thanks to Rustin Noursargh for playing the Last Post and Reveille so movingly – every one 
is still talking about how beautifully he played. We would like to express our thanks to the 
ladies who prepared the buffet so magnificently and of course to all those generous people 
who helped to clear up afterwards. 
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